'REACH FOR ]‘HE STARS

Sharon Stammers of Lrght Collective, co—orgamser
of Noche Zero, on why.the event is.unique and
why it is' essennal int a-world where:light pollugan
is slowly but sureiy e&:psmg fhe#ught sky
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Like the lines that reveal the
constellations, Noche Zero aims to join
the dots

Its speakers are drawn from many
walks of life: lighting design, film,
photography, science, astronomy and
urban planning. The ambition of Noche
Zero is that, having brought together
the lighting, urban planning and
astronomical communities, they will
continue to work together. Specifically for
our own lighting community, we want to
create a mindset that embraces darkness
and ensures it is fully integrated into the
lighting design process.

Secondly, we don't believe that
learning and discussing a topic should be
divorced from the item under discussion.
How many times have you satina
darkened lecture space listening to a talk
on the benefits of daylight? We believe
that the topic should be part of the event
For this reason, Noche Zero isn't taking
place in London or Berlin but in the
darkest place on the planet with the
clearest skies, one of the world's
epicentres for astronomical observation.

Colin Ball, associate lighting
designer at BDP Lighting

Mark Major, director,
Speirs + Major

In other words, the most stunning starry
skies on Earth will be the backdrop to this
event. The idea is that those who attend
will have the experience of a lifetime, and
will come away passionate and inspired
about the night sky.

Thirdly, on the basis that the Atacama
desert offers a few more logistical
problems than a venue in London or
Berlin, we have invited various online
discussion groups to help inform the open
session and the Atacama Think Tank,
which will be held on the event’s last day
This is an open invitation. All are welcome
to contact us with specific thoughts and
ideas on how we move this forward
Collective input from as many as possible
will be a key way of achieving our aims

Lastly, we believe in having realistic
goals. We hope that what will emerge
from the think tank is a set of achievable
outcomes that will help deliver the aims
outlined above. We are looking at this
from the following perspectives: we are
starting with the present; resources are
required; we need a space online to share
all the available knowledge on the topic

Professor George Brainard, director
of the Light Research Program at
T1U, credited with discovering the
third receptor in the eye linked with
circadian regulation
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and to create a network that will
disseminate information. This could
include relevant case studies, research,
film, local requlations and documentation
of successful innovations.

For the future, we need ideas and
innovation to make changes. This could
be the creation of a Noche Zero Award for
good design, training practitioners to
include the subject on courses and
installing darkness ambassadors in every
major city to safequard the night sky. The
big picture would be to ensure a legacy.
Who can we invite to the next Noche Zero
to forge new partnerships, for instance,
while retaining a continuing exchange
with the partners already involved?

The small picture lies with every
individual. There are many ways people
can reconnect with darkness and the
night sky. Do a star count. Visit the UK's
only Dark Sky Park or just download Star
Walk on to your iPhone and go outside
and look at some stars

For more details, go to nochezero.com,
contact Light Collective or DIAV via facebook
com/groups/116913745047604/ @

NOCHE ZERO

When: 16-18 October
Where: San Pedro, Atacama desert, Chile

What: Organised by DIAV, Light Collective
and UCN (Universidad Catélica del Norte),
Noche Zero is an educational summit
larkne in the desert. It wil
ommunity, includir
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The collaboration is targeted at an

international group of influent
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astronomuy, neur

vIviogy
related to darkness and the night sky
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to celebrate darkness and to cre
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preserve darkness

Who: Speakers include lighting designer

Mark Major of Speirs + Major; Kara
Mende of Lighting Planners Associates
Colin Ball of BDP Lighting; lan Cheneuy,
director of the film The City Dark;
Professor George Brainard of Thoma:
Jefferson University and Nasa: and
Cipriano Marin of the Un
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